
 Hello! My name is Micael Chávez, 
and I am 15 years old. I am a Bolivian, 
and I want to tell you about my experi-
ence at Monte Blanco. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I heard a presentation about Monte 
Blanco in my high school in 2013. My 
aunt (who raised me as if she were my 
mother) thought it would be a good 
idea for me to sign up, although I did 
not want to attend camp. The result of 
her pressure was that I went to camp at 
Monte Blanco, but only out of obliga-
tion to my aunt. Nevertheless, I had a 
good time, but I did not meet the Lord 
that first year.  
 Months went by and October 2014 
arrived. I had a lot of serious problems 
at that time. My aunt cried a lot about 
my bad behavior, but I ignored her. I 
looked at her as merely a friend who 
cries while pretending to love you. I was 
out of control in several areas of my life. 
I was tired of the way I was living and 
the family difficulties at home, so I   
decided to escape by joining fellow  
students on another trip to Monte  
Blanco. I knew there, at least, I could 
enjoy myself. 

 But I did not count on God. This time 
when I arrived at Monte Blanco, every-
thing was different. From the very    
beginning of camp, I began to feel 
something softening in my heart. From 
the speaker the first night I learned that 
the rebellious way I had been acting 
was wrong and that I needed to change. 
That night was difficult as I wrestled 
with the question of how to change 
myself and my life. 
 The next day dawned and God    
continued to work in my heart. That 
evening at the campfire the speaker 
preached about Ephesians 6:1-2 and 
Psalms 27:10 and I realized that it didn’t 
make sense to continue living the way I 
had been doing. I realized that God 
wanted me to obey my parents. So at 
that moment I closed my eyes and   
began to talk to God about my mother 
and myself.   
 I had suffered abandonment and 
other problems with my biological 
mother. I asked God to give me a new 
heart, one full of mercy, so I could learn 
to forgive my mother. I wanted to be 
able to love her again. I wanted to have 
a new life. I wanted to be able to smile  
again. So I opened my heart to Jesus 
Christ. I received His forgiveness and I 

decided to forgive my mother in the 
same way that Christ had forgiven me.   
 When I got home from camp, I ran 
to where my family was waiting for me. 
I asked their forgiveness for having 
caused so much pain with my bad    
attitude and actions. They were very 
happy! 
 Today I praise God for the camp 
speaker and especially for Monte    
Blanco. I praise God for helping me the 
past few months. 
 My family is distinctly different   
because of Jesus Christ and His for-
giveness. We are more united. 
 My sister is just beginning to serve 
as  a volunteer staff member at Monte 
Blanco. She believes that in the same 
way God touched my life there, she can 
be used as an instrument to touch other 
teens’ lives and be a part of transform-
ing them.  
 Pictured here is 
my sister, myself, 
and Marvin, Monte 
Blanco’s Volunteer 
Staff Coordinator, 
who was the 
speaker the night I 
was saved! 
 

 

Even if my father and 
mother abandon me, the 
Lord will hold me close.. 
Psalms 27:10 (NLT) 

Children, obey your  
parents because you    
belong to the Lord, for 
this is the right thing to 
do. Ephesians 6:1 (NLT) 
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Micael, in the green shirt, gives his life to 
Christ . 



 

My four children scramble through the door; shedding coats, 
boots, gloves, backpacks, and hats, leaving dark puddles of snow in 
the entryway.  Their faces are flushed and their hair is standing 
straight up.  “Water!” they gasp, “We need water!”  I take a peek 
outside at the two feet of mounded snow and the long icicles  
clinging to the gutter…there is evidence of water everywhere.  And 
yet…they need water. 

There is an easy solution to their need.  I pull out cups and turn on 
the faucet.  The answer is as easy as a push of the silver handle.  
Clean, clear, refreshing water eases the kids’ thirst. 

And yet…for many, that convenience is unimaginable.  Clean     

water, any time of the day or night, with a simple twist of the 
wrist?  What a luxury! 

Monte Blanco, LATCOM’s camp and conference in Bolivia, has 
struggled with a need for clean, potable water.  Torrential rains 
flooded the water system, filling the filtration/settling pond with 
tons of silt, mud, and other things.  The water is so saturated that 
even with triple filtration systems of sand, gravel, and cloth, the 
water going into the faucets is still the color of tea.  The galvanized 
water pipes (some as old as 40 years) are clogged with all the silt.  
This affects the ability to provide safe water for cooking as well as 
give drinking water for thirsty campers. 

In February Monte Blanco hired a backhoe to scrape out the 
settling pond, hoping to move the muck causing the problems.  
However, rains continued and the pond could not be thoroughly 
cleaned.  Then the river, where the drinking water comes from, 
flooded and itself became too muddy for drinking.  Fortunately a 
very short-term solution was achieved and drinkable water was 
provided to the 350 plus campers.   

However, a more permanent solution is desperately … and I mean 
desperately …  needed.  Monte Blanco must prevent the sediment 
from flowing into the settling pond when flashfloods occur.  The 
pipes need to be replaced with PVC.  A full scale plan needs to be 
made and put into place to redesign the whole system with new 
tanks, filters, and processing.  One idea is to use a flocculent to 
cause the sediment to bind together and sink to the bottom, allow-
ing clean water to be pumped from the top.  Also needed in this 

plan is a way to irrigate the main playing field and to provide clean 
water to the adobe houses across the road from camp.  It would 
be a great opportunity to share clean water to those living around 
the camp! 

The cost of such a system will be high…perhaps as much as 
$200,000 or more.  We will know better what the final price will be 
when the master plan is completed.  This is a number which intimi-
dates even those who have seen God pour out His blessings.  Ten 
years ago LATCOM was provided the opportunity to buy the    
Monte Blanco property at an incredibly generous discount…yet for 
our small mission, this was a tremendous amount of money.  God 
provided a miracle…supporters responded and the camp was paid 
for, on time and in full.  We are again asking God for His provision.  
Our desire is not only to provide clean drinking water, but to also 
provide campers and visitors the opportunity to meet the One who 
truly satisfies our spiritual thirst. 

 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.” John 4:13-14 (NIV) 

Since 2004 Monte Blanco has provided quality Christian program-
ming and accommodations to over 27,000 campers.  Nearly 50% of 
those campers have made life-changing decisions for the Lord!  We 
are far from finished.   

We look forward to seeing how God will provide the means to 
meet the human need for clean water this year, and to watch Him 
move in peoples’ lives, providing them with the living water of 
eternal life! 

 

 

 Water, we need water! By Julie Reagle 

A backhoe was used in February to empty the settlement/
filtration pond, so that it could be refilled with cleaner water. 
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When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life”.  John 8:12 NIV. 

Have you ever been on a tour of a cavern?  Sometimes when the entire group has reached the interior region, the 
guides will shut off all lights.  Bam:  instant, almost tangible darkness.  An impenetrable blackness.  It is so dark that 
you could wave your hand in front of your face and never see it.  The guides are wise enough to quickly turn on the 
lights again…but the utter darkness is something you will never forget.  If you were alone, with no guardrails, guides, 
or lights you would be completely lost.  And the end would be a slow and lonely death.  

So it is with spiritual darkness.  Without the light of Jesus Christ, evil and darkness rule.  Corruption spoils progress, 
violence becomes the norm, human rights are violated, social order breaks down, addictions escalate, and people 
suffer.  Nations face off, war erupts, and it is usually the weak and the helpless who pay the price.  

That is why LATCOM works in Bolivia!  God has called us to shine His light into the dark corners of the world. 

I remember a book I once read by Jodi Picoult in which  she wrote, “There is ALWAYS going to be bad stuff out there.  
But here is the amazing thing---light trumps darkness, every time.  You stick a candle into the dark, but you cannot 
stick the dark into the light.” 

For 10 years Monte Blanco has been a beacon of light in Bolivia.  Lives, like that of Micael in our cover story, have been 
transformed.  Over and over supporters have stepped up to donate for necessary improvements to the camp.  Or 
teams have stepped out by traveling to Bolivia, giving their time, sweat, and expertise  

In February 2013 two teams from Steppin Out Ministries and iTec traveled to Bolivia and began changing the electrical 
wiring and outlets at Monte Blanco.  The goal was to switch the camp from its dependence on a diesel generator and 
hook up to the national power grid running through the valley.  This would not only save money but provide electricity 
24 hours a day.  This team toiled tirelessly and over half of the camp was rewired (not an easy task with 50-year-old 
wiring).  In February 2015 Steppin Out returned to complete the task.  Eleven men traveled from the U.S., spending 
three busy weeks at Monte Blanco to climb ladders, crawl through dusty attics, trail endless lines of electrical wire, 
and sort through and install myriads of sockets, outlets and gadgets.  They sweated.  They bled.  They fell into their 
bunks exhausted at the end of the day…and they brought light to most of the rest of camp.  What a crew!  Only one 
more team will be needed to finish this monumental task. 

Our Savior rejoices when His people serve as His hands and feet in a dark world.  We are so grateful for the hard work 
of this team from Sugar Creek, Ohio.  And we extend the invitation to YOU to join in a future work team to be Jesus’ 
hands and feet (and heart) to a world crying out for Him.   

Contact LATCOM and we would be more than happy to tell you about opportunities for you to be a light-bearer in this 
world.   

 

Matthew 5:14 a:  “You are the light of the world”.  NIV 



Connect with us: 

Accountability: 

Our Mission: 

That Latin Americans and their na-

tions be transformed with the Gospel 

and a Biblical worldview through 

training, equipping, and motivating 

current and future leaders.4133 

Ellwood Road 

New Castle, PA 16101 

Contact Us: 

Phone: 1 (724) 924-9070 

Fax: 1 (724) 924-9087 

Email: office@latcom.org 

Web: www.latcom.org 

 

 

 

Surge International, a soccer ministry, will be going to 

Monte Blanco this summer! Stay tuned for more      

Information.                  www.surgesoccer.org 

LATCOM gratefully 
acknowledges the following: 

Gifts in Memory of: 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance 

of you.” - Philippians 1:3 

Chuck Ramsey 

Nevin Webster 

Clarence & Matilda Drake 

Kenneth & Louise Patton 

Polly Lytle 

Harold Nussbaum 
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“Look around at the nations; 

    look and be amazed! 

For I am doing something in your 

own day, 

    something you wouldn’t believe 

    even if someone told you about it. 

- Habakkuk 1:5 (NLT) 

 The Rojas will be in the US from April 9th-21st, and they are hoping to set up 

meetings with current supporters and potential new supporters. Nathan and Kathy 

Ramsey will be in Florida during this time as well. If you would like to set up 

meeting dates with them, contact LATCOM for more information. 

 Onesimo and Elodia Rojas are registered for the 2015 Gospel Coalition conference 

in Florida from April 12th-15th. They are looking forward to learning more about 

Plurality and Pastoral  Equality: Leaders Working Together as a Team, Ministry 

Among Women, Developing a Worship Team, Everyday Evangelism, and more. 

 Onesimo & Elodia have begun their work in communities around Concepcion. The 

first thing they have been working on is obtaining permission to minister in some 

of the small towns. They already received permission from San Andres. They have 

also made contact with the authorities in Limoncito and Embocada. Their desire is 

to enlist partners and develop the REDES Project style ministry to build relation-

ships, evangelize the lost, disciple the saved, equip leaders to serve and establish 

churches.  

News from Onesimo and Elodia Rojas: 


